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Report Austria: 12th to the 18th of May 

 
Monday: 13.05.2019 

Students and Teachers were welcomed at The Sternschule.  

Students were integrated in the classes while the teachers enjoyed some coffee 
and cake with the Sternschule teachers in the staffroom. 

At 08:00, the visitors joined the ‘Morning Circle.’ This is a staple of the Dalton 
Plan Pedagogy wherein the students meet with the teachers in the morning to 
deliver their news, run over the main topics coming up that day and deliver 
presentations. 

One of the English teachers, David, carried out an exciting presentation on Austria 
and the Sternschule. There was a quiz with Mozart Chocolates as prizes at the 
end, much to the delight of the students. 

After the delegation of name tags, goody bags etc.; students and teachers were led 
on a tour of the school by students of the Sternschule. 

Following a productive morning, we met in the lush school garden for some 
delicious snacks and social time. 

Next on the agenda was a short walk to the JUFA Hostel where a seminar room 
had been reserved. Here, the mixed teams worked intensively on their 
presentations for the grand finale. 

To wrap up the day, students and teachers met in traditional Austrian restaurant 
in a superbly scenic location, for the official welcome dinner. A wonderful 
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evening was enjoyed by students and teachers alike. The perfect, relaxing end to 
a busy and productive first day. 

 

 

Tuesday: 14.05.2019 

 On the agenda for today was the highly anticipated visit to the hugely innovative 
and successful company: ‘Logic Data.’ This is a company that creates market-
leading mechatronic and electronic solutions for adjustable furniture. They have 
a highly professional team who organized and lead our team throughout the 
inspiring building.  

After the grand tour, we enjoyed an array of exciting workshops such as 3D 
printing, microelectronics and smart gadget innovations. The students had plenty 
to talk about for the entire day afterwards! 

Following a very theoretical morning, the group went on a tour of the famous 
‘weinstraße.’ Along the way, we took a stop at a traditional mill and Gamlitz 
Motorik Park.  

Having exhausted ourselves with the multiple activities at the Motorik Park; we 
all enjoyed dinner at the quaint Bushenshank ‘Schneeberger.’  
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Wednesday: 15.05.2019 

Wednesday was our day to get out and focus on team work and activities! 

We set out early in the morning for the former cultural capital and beautiful city 
of Graz. Our programme started off with a tour of the city delivered by teachers 
of the Sternschule. After a snack at a typical ‘würstlstand’; the students enjoyed 
the challenge of an extensive treasure hunt; which was a fantastic team-building 
exercise. 

A wonderful treat to round off the day was a trip to the famous chocolate factory, 
‘Zotter.’ 
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Thursday: 16.05.2019 

The main topic on today’s agenda was a day spent in the innovative Dalton school: 
the ‘De la Tour Schule Seiersberg.’ We were greeted by the school’s Principal, 
Iris Enthaler; who guided us around the school before meeting in the conference 
room. Ms. Enthaler explained the details of the school’s successful system, with 
the support of a power-point presentation. This led us into a lively discussion of 
our various school systems! 

After a common break-time wherein we ate frankfurter as prepared by the 
students; the students and teachers were free to explore the school and chat with 
the staff and students.  

Following a highly productive afternoon, the team enjoyed a trip to the ‘schöckl’ 
– the mountain framing the city of Graz. We took the cable car up to enjoy the 
views and a small walk around. 

The day closed with a magnificent and memorable evening in the Castle of 
Deutschlandsberg for our ‘Farewell Dinner.’  
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Friday: 17.05.2019 

The day had finally arrived! Everything our students had been working towards, 
led to this day; the opportunity to unveil their products in their mini-company 
teams. 

The students spent the morning rehearsing, setting up their display huts in the 
school garden and making their final preparations. 

Parents of the Sternschule were busy building up the stage, the marquee and 
laying out the fantastic buffet! 

Soon enough parents and other guests were settled, the Jury was assembled and 
the ceremony was underway. After an opening address from Ruth Knox, the 
project coordinator; there was a musical performance from local star of The Voice 
of Germany, Mathias Nebel. 

The Jury members were then introduced:  

• Prince Alfred of Liechtenstein – Holztreff Company 
• Susanne Prentner-Vitek – Diakonie  De la Tour 
• Gerald Suppan – Physikoinstitut and other enterprizes 
• Patricia Freithofnig - Diakonie  De la Tour 

One after the other, the teams commenced to present their business plans and 
products to the grand jury. They had 15 minutes to present and ‘sell’ their product 
and 5 minutes to accept questions from the judges. 
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The Austrian and Estonian team presented a very Eco-Friendly creation; a hand-
crafted tree consisting of various types of recycled wood from Austria and 
Estonia. 

The Polish and Romanian team show-cased their creative mobile phone covers, 
also crafted from recyclable materials. 

The German and Italian team displayed their collection of soaps and candles; the 
design inspired by both their countries. 

Finally, the Irish and Portuguese team presented their very technical and 
innovative product - a sensor mat which can alert emergency services. 

During the time where the Jury retired to determine their winning choice, guests 
enjoyed musical entertainment from the students of the Sternschule and Mathias 
Nebel. Parents were on hand to serve an array of delicious food to the guests as 
they browsed the display huts, which were manned by the students. 

Having taken one hour to debate their decision, the jury returned. Prince Alfred 
began by offering constructive and valuable feedback to each team and thanked 
them for their hugely impressive efforts. The final word was to congratulate the 
Irish and Portuguese students who were announced as the overall winners! 

The week wrapped up with a lively evening concert in local venue, The Blue 
Garage. A perfect end to a week and indeed, two years of immensely successful 
cooperation! 

 


