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Report of the 5th meeting of the Project: Entrepreneurship: Imagination@work, Aste, 

Estonia, from the 5th to the 11th March 2019 
 

 

The Estonian partners prepared an action-packed agenda, aimed at giving the youngsters (and 

the teachers, as well) an insight on marketing. For such a small island, Saaremaa certainly 

makes the most of its heritage, while being fully aware of the possibilities the future has to 

offer. A digital society in its own right, Estonia is thriving under the brand of e-Estonia. The 

participants had the chance to see the best that the island of Saaremaa has to offer: warm 

people, well-endowed schools,inspiring workshops delivered in fabulous places.  After all, 

isn’t that what marketing is all about? 

The teachers were accommodated at the ”Rüütli” hotel, that is nicely placed between the 

Kuresaare Castle and the port. The students were warmly welcomed in host families.  

Wednesday, 6th March: the participants had an official welcome by the principal of the 

Estonian school, Mrs. Ulvi Valge. They also enjoyed an artistic program prepared by the 

students and their music teacher. 

At midday, the participants arrived at the Kuressaare Regional Training Centre. The huge 

organisation that comprises of about 1000 students, from secondary education, vocational 

education and training and even adult education, gave the participants a complete view of 

what the Estonian educational system is all about: technology, commitment and concern for 

the individual learner! 
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Taavi Tuisk, a very enthusiastic I.C.T. teacher, organised a gripping online quiz  designed in 

the Kahoot platform, that was aimed at testing the participants’ kanowledge about Estonia. 

Partly inferring and partly guessing the answers, the teachers and students had a great time 

competing in pairs. Who knew Estonia has 2222 islands? 

Then, the students of the training centre even conducted the workshop ”Marketing and 

advertising“, thus  advertising their school, their island and their country. As the result of the 

workshop. The students designed a logo of their „future company”. 

After a guided walk in the town of Kuresaare, the participants had their welcome dinner at 

restaurant Castello. 

 

Thursday, 7th March: at 8.30, the students had the chance to assist an interesting English-

language lesson on the topic of healthy living. After that, the transnational pairs that 

collaborated in order to create the mini-companies presented their business plans. The 

presentation of the business plans was the focalpoint of the international meeting in Estonia. 

The business plans contained the following information: the company details (name and 

address of company, directors, marketing manager, finance manager, production manager, 

company bank), the product description the market research (size of target market,main 

competitors,selling price), the sales promotion methods  and the finance (amount 

required,amount available, amount to be borrowed).  

After a healthy lunch at school, the participants departed for the Sõrve peninsula, where they 

visited the main attraction, which is the magnificent Sõrve lighthouse. On the way back to 

Aste, the participants enjoyed the fruitful workshop ”Estonian heritage, culture, and nature“, 

by Mari Lepik. Delivered in a traditional wooden house, the workshop illustrated the lives of 

the local people, starting from the moment when the island was colonised, and  insisting on 

their lives 100 years ago. Mari Lepik has a PhD in biology, is the leader of the local 

community and charmed the audience with her artistic skills: singing, playing thezither (old, 

Estonian traditional instrument) and the violin, needlework, telling stories about her ancestors, 
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spinning yarn from wool, encouraging us to live a healthier life and many more. She is  the 

living definition of  a”one-man show”! 

 
 

Later that evening, the students were involved in engaging games to get to know each other 

betterat the local youth centre, while the teachers enjoyed their dinner at restaurant Hafen. 

 

Friday, 8th March: at 8.30, the students were offered a taste of Estonian language focused on 

the most representative Estonian writer Lydia Koidula and on the Estonian song festival. An 

hour later they got involved in an exciting STEM activity at the local youth centre. The 

participants were given some cardboard and silicon and had to create a track on which to roll 

a ball. The longest track was declared the winner! 

Of course, the Estonian students did not forget about March 8th, which is International 

Women’s Day. They brought flowers, which clearly made our day! 
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Next up,Triin Arva, an entrepreneurial consultant, told the participants about the most 

developed fields of economic activity in Estonia, in general, and on the island of Saaremaa, in 

particular. 

Most of the afternoon was devotedto the workshop “Making a commercial“ by Mikk Rand. 

The 1 to 1 approach allowed the participants to come up with slogans for their mini-

companies and to shoot a draft commercial for their products. 

The mayor of the island of Saaremaa, Madis Kallas, met the participants in the afternoon in 

order to present the island’s history and most relevant sectors of activity. Last year he 

invested in education 50% of the island’s income of €63 million. And it shows! 

For the rest of the afternoon, the participants discovered the Kuressaare castle through a 

treasure hunt. What did the treasure consist of? Enriched knowledge about the fortified 

Episcopal Castle and the local history, due to the Saaremaa Museum that it houses.The game 

was also a product of a previous Erasmus project. 

 

Saturday, 9th March: the participants visited the Kuressaare, NOM Festival. The visit to the 

fair was also a workshop, as the participants could find examples of marketing and advertising 

local products: cosmetics, food, beverages, handicraft items and so on. 

 

In the afternoon, the students were back at Aste Basic School, for a workshop delivered by 

Triin Arva. The students were given several recyclables and were divided in groups and asked 

to create a product and adverstise it.The creative work of the students was translated in 

various products such as clothes, souvenirs, model automobiles etc. In the meantime, there 

was a project meeting for teachers, during which  they discussed the arrangements for the next 

(and final!) project meeting in May, in Austria! Sadly, the current European initiative is 

coming to an end quite soon … 

From 19.00 to 22.00 ourkind hosts arranged for the students to have a disco in the local youth 

centre. Music does bring people together and our Erasmus kids had a great time singing and 

dancing! 

 

Sunday, 10th March was the cultural day. An action-packed project meeting ended with a 

cultural day that included was about more than just sightseeing. Firstly, the group was taken 

to Angla Widmill park which is also a heritage centre. Upon arrival, each participant was 

given dough of  traditional Estonian rye breadthat they had to knead. The lovely hosts at the 

centre baked the bread that the participants could enjoy on their way back home! 

The day revolved around 3 ”learning by doing“ workshops delivered by specialists in the 

Angla Windmill park and the Heritage Culture Centre. The three workshops illustrated 

typically Estonian activities: carving in dolomite stone, pyrography in juniper wood, felting 

wool and making a glass coaster. Not only did the participants enjoy the workshops, but they 

also kept the items that they produced themselves! 
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Lunch consisted of so called „farm soup” and freshly baked bread. 

In the afternoon, the participants visited the Kaali crater, which is the last giant meteorite 

impact to occur in a densely populated region.  

The farewell dinnerwas served at Kaali tavern. The participants were greeted by the music 

teacher of Aste school, Reet Lõugas, who played traditional music on the accordion. After 

dinner, the participants were entertained by the students of Saaremaa Co-Educational 

Gymnasium, who are preparing for the Estonian Song and Dance Festival that will take place 

in July. They performed traditional dances and afterwards invited us to dance along. The 

perfect ending for a fabulous project meeting! 

 

Monday, March 11th, was the departing day. 

 

 


